
PLANNING FOR UTILITY OUTAGES

Extreme weather and other emergencies can cause extended power outages or disrupt regular water
service, limiting access to clean drinking water.

POWEROUTAGE TIPS

Power ouages can impac he whole communiy disrupng communicaons, ransporaon
and access o sores, ATMs, and gas saons. Considering he ollowing ps:

Keep reezers and rerigeraors closed

Use generaors oudoors and a leas 20 f away rom doors, windows and vens.

Say fire sae. Do no use a gas sove o hea your home

Unplug appliances and elecronics o avoid damage rom elecrical surges

Have an alernae plan or rerigeratng medicines and powering medical devices

I sae, go o an alernae locaton or hea or cooling

Keep mobile phones and elecronic equipmen charged beore a power ouage

Figure 1. Image with power lines down, stove not functional, water faucet without water coming out, toilet
not functional.



UTILITIES BACK UP PLAN

In case o uliy ouages, i is imporan o have backup soluons. Consider he ollowing:

Alernae cooking: I you have an elecric sove and are experiencing a household power
ouage, an alernave opon migh be o use an oudoor grill. Plan o have uel or charcoal
and ollow all saey recommendaons.

Alernae waer source:Waer service inerrupon will aec regular saniaon or use o
oiles. Consider soring exra waer and having a small bucke or oile ushing and
saniaon.

Alernae wase solutons: I wase managemen services are inerruped afer a disaser or
inciden, consider alernave soluons such as using kity liter or wase absorpon,
camping saniaon supplies, or o-grid wase managemenmehods.

WATER SAFETY

Sore a leas 1 gallon o waer per person/ per day or several days (recommended 7 days).

Waer boiling – I is he saesmehod o reang waer. In a large po or ketle, bring waer
o a rolling boil or one ull minue. Le he waer cool beore drinking.

Waer chlorinaton – Add 1/8 easpoon o liquid household bleach/ per gallon o waer, sr
and le sand or 30 minues.

For more resources, visi:

FEMA Power Ouage Inormaon Shee (PDF): htps://ema-communiy-les.s3.amazonaws.com/hazard-
inormaon-shees/Power+Ouage-English.pd
Waer Preparedness Ready.gov Waer Inormaon: htps://www.ready.gov/waer
Emergency Power Planning or People wih Disabilies: Americans wih Disabilies Ac Naonal Nework
Emergency Power Planning Checklis (PDF):
htps://adaa.org/sies/adaa.org/les/les/Emergency%20Power%20Planning_nal2018.pd
Emergency Acon Planning Emergency Toile Guidebook (PDF):
htps://www.emergencyaconplanning.com/wp-conen/uploads/2020/12/Emergency-Toile-Guidebook.pd
Assored Animals Pe Hydraon Calculaor: htps://assoredanimals.com/pe-hydraon-calculaor/
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