
POWER-OPERATEDMEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Depending on he naure of he emergency, he firs imporan decision you will need o make is wheher o
STAY or GO and HAVE A PLAN FOR BOTH POSSIBLE SCENARIOS.
To make an informed decision, follow he official sources of informaon and monior TV, radio and official
emergency alers coming o your cell phone.

If saying a home is he safes and bes opon, consider ha you will need o have
supplies, medicatons and resources o SELF-SUSTAIN for a leas 7 DAYS.

Including alernatve solutons if he uliy services are impaced by he emergency or disaser.
Dangerous condions migh sop raveling: Including 9-1-1, Public ransporaton or meal deliveries

Creating an emergency plan for power operatedmedical devices, consider the following 3 steps:

Teach others how to use your equipment and ensure they understand the contingency of alternative

power solutions.

Contact your utility provider to talk about backup power options and keep a list of emergency power

providers.

Find alternative power sources and review your equipment’s instructions

Figure 1 – Firs image a house, second image a power operaed wheelchair

EQUIPMENT USE
Batery dependen assisve echnology and medical devices, are equipmen essental o your level of
independence or vial o keeping you alive. Some of hese devices include: breahing machines (respiraors,
venlaors), power wheelchairs and scooers, oxygen, sucon, or home dialysis equipmen.

Mainain relevan informaton aboumedical equipmen organized in a waerproof bag ha you can easily
carry wih you if you mus evacuae. The informaon should includemedical device model, serial number,
vendor informaton, and insructons manual on how o operae i.

Conac your insurance provider o see if you qualify for a manual backup device in case of a power ouage
or damage o your powered equipmen.



TEXAS UTILITY COMMISSION RESOURCES

APPLICATION FORCRITICAL CARE ANDCHRONIC CARE REGISTRIES
Available online a: www.puc.sae.x.us/indusry/elecric/forms/criical/ccform.pdf

• The applicaion mus be emailed/faxed by your physician.

• Submission of his applicaion does no auomaically resul in chronic condiion or criical care saus.

• Chronic condions or crical care saus does no guaranee an uninerruped, regular, or contnuous power
supply.

The Texas Public Utliy Commission Elecric Ouage Viewer is online a: www.puc.exas.gov/sorm/map

POWER-BACKUP CHECKLIST AND SAFETY

• Ask a Professional

• Follow safety recommendations

• Use generaors oudoors and a leas 20 FT AWAY from building openings

• PREVENT carbon monoxide poisoning

• During and after the emergency plan for having limited access to gas stations
• Follow fuel storage guidelines

Figure 2 – 4 images of different power generators

For more recommendations on how to safely select and use power-backup visit:

https://adata.org/factsheet/emergency-power

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/power-
outage/safe-generator-use.html and

htps://www.fema.gov/fac-shee/use-generaors-safely-home

Call your local Fire Deparmen.
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